Guidelines for Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITC) Conference Grants (CG) for Early Career Investigators (ECI) and PhD Students in ODIN (CA18203)

Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITC) conference grants (CG) for early career investigators (ECI)and PhD students are a strategic tool to achieve dissemination objectives of a COST action, and support ECI and PhD student from ITC in presentation of the results obtained during the implementation of this project at international conference dealing with the topic of the ODIN project in both forms virtual/face to face.
This document outlines the guidelines for interested ECI and PhD students from ITC that plan to apply for an ITC CG within the COST Action CA18203: Optimising Design for Inspection. These guidelines summarize key conditions, and describes the application and selection criteria. Prior to an application, the interested researcher is encouraged to consult the COST Vademecum (currently Section 9) in order to obtain the updated information and requirements on ITC CG. In any conflict between the Vademecum https://www.cost.eu/uploads/2021/04/Vademecum-28-April-2021.pdf (or other documents issued by the COST Association) with the information presented in this document, the official information provided by the COST Association outweighs this document.
1 Summary of ITC CG regulations

• Applicants must be engaged in research (PhD student or ECI both from ITC).

• Description of the ITC and ECI is outlined in Table 1.
• Applicant have to create and fill out his/her e-COST profile.

• Applicant should submit the request for ITC CG at least 45 days before the conference start date.
• ITC CG are a financial support and do not by default cover all costs.

• An applicant can be afforded up to 1000 EUR. This might further be limited in

individual ITC CG calls.

• The ITC CG grant is fixed grant and can be used for registration fee (up to 500EUR), travel, accommodation and meal expenses of Grantee.
• ITC CG have to be started and finished within the same grant period.

• Grants are paid out in their entirety after the ITC CG has been carried out.

Table 1: Description of the eligibility conditions for ITC CG.

	ECI
	 A researcher whose career spun less than 8 year between the of the PhD/doctorate and the date of involvement in the COST Action. Periods of leave have to added to this time span.

	ITC
	Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, and the Republic of North Macedonia.


2 Application instructions

Applications for ITC CG in CA18203 follow a two-step process and will only be evaluated in response to a “Call for ITC CG”. Firstly, the applicant will submit a formal ITC CG request through the e-COST management system. ITC CG requests can be filed at https://e-services.cost.eu/activity/grants and require an e-COST profile. Secondly, a copy of the application is sent together with supplementary information to the decision-making body outlined below.

2.1 Online ITC CG request

The applicant must start the application by filing an ITC CG request in the online system

e-COST. This request includes:
• an attendance type (virtual/face to face)

• the grant period
• a title for the ITC CG

• an amount requested

• an bank account

• star date/end date of the conference
• a conference title

• a conference country
• a conference url 
2.2 Submission of full application with supplementary materials

After the submission of the request in the e-COST system, an electronic copy of the application generated by the system, is to be submitted to the MC chair Rhys Pullin (pullinr@cardiff.ac.uk) and vice chair Runar Unnthorsson (runson@hi.is), as well as the ITC CG coordinator of the action Miroslav Mrlik (mrlik@utb.cz). The application is to be supported by the following supplementary documents:

• the applicant’s CV

• a short description of the involvement in ODIN
• acceptance letter from the conference organizers (confirming either your speaking slot or your poster presentation).
• a copy of abstract or poster submitted to the conference
3 Assessment and selection criteria
The submitted ITC CG applications will be assessed based on following criteria 

• … has a clear link to the overall goal and at least one of the scientific objectives

of the Action.

• … conference scope 
• … type of conference (virtual/face to face) face to face conferences are preferred
• … type of presentation (oral/poster) oral presentations are preferred
Each criterion will be graded on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 stands for “very poor” and 5 for “very good” fulfillment. To obtain funding, each criterion needs to obtain at least a grade of 3. All grades are then summed up. Eligible proposals will be ranked according to their scores, and the highest-ranking proposals will be financed. The number of financed proposals is subject to the available budget for the specific call.

4 After completion of the ITC CG
Successful applicants are required to submit a scientific report within 30 days from the

end of the ITC CG and also picture of Grantee in from of poster or during the talk with tacit approval to use the picture in the web page and other dissemination. The report needs to be approved by the MC chair and the ITC CG coordinator before the grant is paid out. Such report should contain a brief information about the activities carried our by Grantee during the conference. Copy of ID card or passport must be sent to Grant Holder as well.
In addition, the applicant might be requested by the Action Chair or the ITC CG coordinator to provide information about the attended conference for publication on the Action’s website, and to share experiences of the ITC CG when attending an Action event.

